
 
 

 
 

 

Rabbit  Hemorrhagic  Disease 

Rabbit hemorrhagic disease is a fatal disease in rabbits and is classified as a foreign 
animal disease in the United States. In February 2020, animal health officials detected 
rabbit hemorrhagic disease virus serotype 2 (RHDV2) for the third time in the United 
States, since 2018.  Since that detection, RHDV2 has spread to multiple states across 
the Country.  RHDV2 does not impact human health. 

“We can prevent it 
together vaccinating 
our rabbits” 

 
IF YOUR RABBIT IS NOT 
VACCINATED,  
FOLLOW THESE 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
1. Do not allow pet or 

wild rabbits to have 
contact with your 
rabbits or gain entry to 
the facility or home. 

2. Always wash hands 
with warm soapy water 
before entering your 
rabbit area, after 
removing protective 
clothing and before 
leaving the rabbit area. 

3. Do not introduce new 
rabbits from unknown 
or untrusted sources.   

4. If you bring outside 
rabbits into your 
facility or home, keep 
them separated from 
your existing rabbits 
for at least 30 days. 

 

RHDV2 is highly contagious and, unlike other rabbit hemorrhagic 
disease viruses, it affects both domestic and wild rabbits.  Many times, 
the only signs of the disease are sudden death and blood-stained noses 
caused by internal bleeding.  Infected rabbits may also develop a fever, 
be hesitant to eat, or show respiratory or nervous signs. 

It gets transmitted 
quick and easy 
 
How RHDV2 Spreads  
 
The RHDV2 virus is very resistant to extreme temperatures.  It can be 
spread through direct contact or exposure to an infected rabbit’s 
excretions or blood. The virus can also survive and spread from 
carcasses, food, water, and any contaminated materials.  People can 
spread the virus indirectly by carrying it on their clothing and shoes. 

 

A vaccine for RHDV2 is now 
available at  

Wellesley Animal Hospital. 
Call us to schedule your rabbit’s 

wellness and vaccine appointment 
 

“Please be advise two vaccine boosters 3 weeks apart are 
needed for your bunny to be protected”  


